St. Martin De Porres Parish

4179 Lawrence Avenue E. and Morningside Ave. Scarborough, ON M1E 253
Email: stmartinsc.office@archtoronto.org or stmartins.office@rogers.com
Parish Website: stmartindeporressc.archtoronto.org/

Phone: -284-9192  St. Vincent de Paul Society 416-284-6131

Parish Contacts

Pastor Rev. Anthony Gonsalves (ext 105)
Parish Office Secretary Zelena Cardoza (ext 104) zcardoza@archtoronto.org

prepare the way...

M it R

ADVENT

11-4



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Fourth Sunday of Advent
15'Reading:
Isaiah 7.10-14

2" Reading:
Romans 1.1-7

Gospel:

Matthew 1.18-24

The Birth of Jesus the
Messiah

Reqular Mass Schedule = Weekday Masses:

Daily morning mass is celebrated Tuesday to Friday
at 8:30 am

Weekend Schedule: Saturday (Vigil) Mass 5:00 pm
Sunday Masses: 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 noon

https://stmartindeporressc.archtoronto.org/eg/

Making Room for Jesus

As Christmas fast approaches and Advent is drawing
to a close, let us remind ourselves of the importance of
this liturgical season. Advent is a time of preparation
for the coming of Christ at Christmas as well as His
final coming at the end of time. However, the great
saints of the church also speak of an intermediary
coming, the coming of Christ to our present lives. Let
us take a moment to ask ourselves, if the Lord showed
up in our life today, would there be room for Him?

As stewards, we often face the temptation to let our
works of charity become a life of volunteering instead
of a spirituality of service. Our many works may begin
to take precedence over our relationship with Christ
which should always remain as the source of our
stewardship. This Advent, as we are waiting for Christ,
Christ is also waiting for us. Jesus says in the Book of
Revelation, “Listen! | am standing at the door,
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, | will
come in to you” (Revelation 3:20). He is waiting for us
to open the door and let him in.

We can let him into our lives as stewards by realizing it
is not ourselves ministering to our neighbour, but the
love and presence of Christ within us. St. Teresa of
Calcutta says it best when she proclaims that, “it is
Christmas every time you let God love others through
you. Yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at
someone and offer them your hand.” St. Teresa of
Calcutta fully embodies the spirit of stewardship that
makes room for Christ to love others through her. Let
us strive to let Jesus into our lives as we approach
Christmas.

Summary

The great saints of the church speak of an intermediary
coming of Christ, the coming of Christ to our present
lives. Jesus says in the Book of Revelation, “Listen! |
am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice
and open the door, | will come in to you” (Revelation
3:20). We can let him into our lives as stewards by
realizing it is not ourselves ministering to our
neighbour, but the love and presence of Christ within
us.

Mass Intentions for the Week of Dec 20/ 21, 2025

Saturday Dec 20"

5:00 pm + John Don Paul (Death Anniversary)

+ Carolina Miel

Sunday Dec 215

9:00 am + May Ong

+ Gracie & Constancio Menezes
10:30 am - For All Parishioners of SMDP
12:00 pm + Allen Domingo

+ Pricilla Lumanlan

Monday Dec 22

8:30 am + Cenon Arillano

Tuesday Dec 23

8:30 am

Wednesday Dec 24"

8:30 am

6:00 pm - For the Church and the People of our Parish

Thursday Dec 25%

9:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 noon

- For the Church and the People of our Parish

Friday Dec 26

8:30 am + Allen Domingo

+ JiJi D’Cruz
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DECEMBER 21, 2025

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve
December 24th

- 6:00 pm

Christmas Day
December 25t

-9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 noon

New Year’s Eve
December 31st

- 5:00 pm

New Year Masses
January 1t

-9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 noon

®

NO
PARKING

<+ > PARKING ON DEC 24" AND 25%

Please respect the fire routes and DO NOT park in front of
them. Parking is on a first-come basis and additional
parking is available at St. Martin de Porres Catholic
School, which is adjacent to the church.

Bylaw officers will issue tickets to those who do not comply
especially during the holiday.

Thank you for your cooperation.

R

The parish is asking for donations of Poinsettias to help
decorate the Altar and the Church for Christmas. If you would
like to donate a poinsettia/s, please drop them off by Tuesday,
Dec. 23" in the parish hall.

We thank you for your generosity!

NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR
2026

Kindly pick up your 2026 Sunday Offertory envelopes
from the Church Hall. Please look for your last name
and not your envelope number, as many numbers
have changed. If you do not see your name on a box
of envelopes, please contact the parish office.

Thank you!

Please do not use the 2026 envelopes until January.

2025 DONATION DEADLINE

Any donations received in the parish office by noon
on December 31, 2025, will be credited toward your
2025 charitable donation tax receipt. Donations
received after that time will be considered 2026
donations. In accordance with CRA regulations,
donations submitted by mail must be postmarked by
Canada Post by December 31, 2025, to be eligible
for a 2025 tax receipt.

Let us Pray! For the sick members of our
Parish and for those who love and minister to them.

May the Miracle of Christmas fill your
hearts with joy and peace.

Merry Christmas and blessings to you and

your loved ones. May the gift of Christmas

(ive within you always.

Jrom: Fr. Anthony Gonsalves and the Staff
at St. Martin de Porves.
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RESTAURANT BAKERY @ppa S

Open Daily 9am-9pm frach marl:et
except Tues Frelsah I?(aglfeéihsrlfad,EBuns &dDonuts
or icken Empanadas,

Breakfast Buffet Filpino Breags THE LOUIS Coppa FAMILY
Sat-Sun 8am-12pm 287 Port Union Rd. NORTH YORK 4750 DUFFERIN STREET
4218 Lawrence E. of Morningside 416-281-5614 SCARBOROUGH 148 BENNETT ROAD

416-283-4404 www.PortUnionBakery.com KING CITY 1700 KING ROAD

Cedar Dental Care 4 %KJ‘ CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Dr. Benilda Sunga & Associates il FUNERAL SERVICES

Accepting NeW Patients www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467

695 Markham Rd., #2, 2nd Floor Christ the King Cemetery 905-471-0121
64 7-348-3 636 In keeping with your Catholic faith
JOHN'S

Schealars FLOORING

The finest in wall to wall installations
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Looking for expert tutoring?

All Subjects & Ages FOR OVER 60 YEARS
Personalized Large Selection
Learning Plans of area rugs
S ca rb O ro 4593 Kingston Road

Proven Results @
Flexible Scheduling " S 416-284-0552
ubaru

Affordable Rates SUBARU
647-370-1545 Our Family Serving your Family since 1976 SEE US FOR ALL YOUR
6097 Kingston Rd. 416-265-4411 | 2590 Eglinton Ave E FLOORING NEEDS

@scholarshighlandcreek ioh
www.ScarboroSubaru.ca www .johnscarpet.com
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